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Janet Johnson

Janet Johnson spent much time during the past year working on the Demotic Dictionary 
(see separate report), including preparing a brief resume of the history, goals, and status of 
this project for the winter Oriental Institute News & Notes (issue 208). She also continued to 
work and lecture on topics related to women in Pharaonic and Hellenistic Egypt; her article 
on “Gender and Marriage in Ancient Egypt” for the conference Ehe als Ernstfall der Ge-
schlechterdifferenz, Herausforderungen für Frau und Mann in kulturellen Symbolsystemen, 
held in Würzburg, Germany, appeared this year. Also appearing this year was her section on 
“Self-Identity in Ancient Egypt” for the National Endowment for the Humanities-funded 
website “Teaching the Middle East: A Resource for Educators,” which was prepared through 
the Oriental Institute Museum Office and which went fully operational this year (see separate 
report; see http://teachmiddleeast.lib.uchicago.edu/). As a result of this year’s special exhibit 
Visible Language, she turned her attention to the development of writing in ancient Egypt, 
writing catalog entries on “Egyptian Hieroglyphic Writing,” “Egyptian Demotic Script,” and 
a “Demotic Annuity Contract” in the Oriental Institute collection (and the exhibit) for the 
catalog Visible Language: Inventions of Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond and giving 
a lecture entitled “Origins, Development, and Impact of Writing in Ancient Egypt” for the 
associated Public Education symposium Inventions of Writing. She sponsored two young 
Swiss scholars who have Swiss National Science Foundation fellowships to spend three years 
each here in Chicago researching the development of the ancient Egyptian language. She 
also served as an “outside reviewer” for cases considering faculty promotion to tenure for 
institutions both in the United States and abroad. She served on various committees for 
the Oriental Institute, the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, and the 
Program on the Ancient Mediterranean World in the Department of Classics, as well as serv-
ing as a member of the Board of Governors of the American Research Center in Egypt, the 
American Egyptological professional organization.

————————————————————

W. Raymond Johnson

This year W. Raymond Johnson completed his thirty-third year working in Egypt, his thirty-
second full year working for the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor, and his fourteenth season as 
Chicago House Field Director. On May 5, 2011, Ray presented a lecture entitled “Analysis and 
Identity: Amenhotep III and Ramses I in the Michael Carlos Museum, Emory University,” the 
Nix Mann Endowed Lecture for 2011 at the Michael C. Carlos Museum, Emory University, 
Atlanta, Georgia. On June 16, 2011, Ray gave a lecture at the Beverly Hills Women’s Club, Los 
Angeles, and the World Monuments Fund (WMF) entitled “The Epigraphic Survey, Oriental 
Institute, University of Chicago: Archaeological Field Activities in Luxor, Egypt.” He pub-
lished an article entitled “The New Digital Publication Program of the Oriental Institute and 
Epigraphic Survey, University of Chicago at Medinet Habu,” in Acts of the International Sym-
posium, The Temples of Millions of Years and the Royal Power at Thebes in the New Kingdom: Science 
and New Technology Applied to Archaeology, edited by Christian LeBlanc and Gihane Zaki (Cairo: 
Supreme Council of Antiquities, 2010). He also contributed an article entitled “A Ptah-Sokar 
Barque Procession from Memphis,” in Under the Potter’s Tree: Studies on Ancient Egypt Presented 
to Janine Bourriau on the Occasion of Her 70th Birthday, edited by David Aston, Bettina Bader, 
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Carla Gallorini, Paul Nicholson, and Sarah Buckingham, pp. 531–40 (Orientalia Lovaniensia 
Analecta 204; Leuven: Peeters, 2011).

————————————————————

Charles E. Jones 

Charles E. Jones continues his association with the Oriental Institute through the Persepo-
lis Fortification Archive Project, and the IraqCrisis Mailing List. He is the editor of the PFA 
Project weblog (http://persepolistablets.blogspot.com/). At that location you can read news 
of the project and subscribe to receive updates by e-mail. His article “From the Persepolis 
Fortification Archive Project, 3: The First Administrative Document Discovered at Persepolis: 
PT 1971-1,” co-authored with Seunghee Yie, appeared early this summer in the open access 
journal Achaemenid Research on Texts and Archaeology (ARTA 2011.003). It is available online 
(http://www.achemenet.com/bookmark.do?link=arta-contents). 

Jones remains the moderator of IraqCrisis, a moderated list for communicating sub-
stantive information on cultural property damaged, destroyed, or lost from libraries and 
museums in Iraq during and after the war in April 2003, and on the worldwide response to 
the crisis (https://lists.uchicago.edu/web/info/iraqcrisis). While traffic has slowed recently, 
threats to cultural property in Iraq remain serious more than eight years after the outbreak 
of war. Subscribers are welcome.

Readers of the Oriental Institute Annual Report may be interested also in an initiative 
Jones has undertaken at the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World in New York: AWOL 
— The Ancient World Online (http://ancientworldonline.blogspot.com/). AWOL provides a 
medium for notice and comment on open access material relating to the ancient world, and 
is an extension of Abzu (http://www.etana.org/abzubib). Abzu, which began at the Oriental 
Institute Research Archives, has also undergone a face-lift this past year. Abzu is served from 
Vanderbilt University as a part of ETANA (http://www.etana.org). ETANA is a multi-institu-
tional collaborative project — with the Oriental Institute as a founding member — initiated in 
August 2000 as an electronic publishing project designed to enhance the study of the history 
and culture of the ancient Near East.

Anyone who is interested can subscribe to AWOL by e-mail, by means of a feed reader, 
or on Facebook or Twitter. All are welcome.

————————————————————

Walter Kaegi

Cambridge University Press published Walter Kaegi’s hardback book Muslim Expansion and 
Byzantine Collapse in North Africa in November 2010. He published a review of Gill Page’s “Being 
Byzantine,” in the Journal of Interdisciplinary History 40 (2010): 586–88. He completed two other 
reviews: Byzantium and the Arabs in the Sixth Century, vol. 2, pt. 2, by Irfan Shahid, for the 
Journal of Near Eastern Studies; and From Hellenism to Islam: Cultural and Linguistic Change in the 
Roman Near East, edited by Hannah M. Cotton, Robert C. Hoyland, Jonathan J. Price, and David 
Wasserstein, for the Journal of Interdisciplinary History. He prepared several papers for publica-
tion: “Carl Hermann Kraeling: A Reminiscence,” to be published in Pesher Naḥum, a Festschrift 
for Norman Golb, in press. He completed his subsection “Empires to Nation-States: Late 
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